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astronomers have found that each of the components is itself a
double star. A faint companion of this quadruple system, 73 sec-
onds of arc away, is also a binary.

THE MILKY WAY

On a clear, dark, moonless night, far from any artificial lights,
one should inspect the Milky Way, first with the naked eye, then
with the lowest-powered eyepiece that is provided with the tele-
scope. Turn the telescope from one part of the Milky Way to
another, and observe how its hazy light is resolved into thousands
of individual stars. The solar system lies somewhat off center in
a discus-shaped galaxy of stars, and looking out through the
galaxy the long way, towards the rim of the discus, we notice the
massed effect of millions of stars too faint to be detected individu-
ally with the naked eye.

THE SIZES OF STARS

The sizes of stars are found to be such that we may consider our
sun an average star. Many are smaller, many larger. Many are
hotter, many cooler. Only the largest have been directly measured.
Of these we select the five that are best known, and give their
diameters below.

STAR
	DIAMETER
 IN
 MILES
	DIAMETER COMPARED WITH SUN
	VOLUME COMPARED WITH SUN

Antares ............
	390,000,000
	4. SO
	90,000,000

Aldebaran
	330,000,000
	380
	55,000,000

Mira ................
	280,000,000
	320
	34,000,000

Betelgeuse .......
	260,000,000
	-3QO
	27,000,000

Arcturus
	230,000,000
	27O
	20,000 coo

The Sun .............
	864,000
	I
	I


	
	
	

